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COLONJES and TRADE. 

The Gold Medal being the Premium 
offered for the importation of Gum Ca- 
fhew, in the year 1789, was adjudged to 
Dr. Isaac Titford, of Spanifh Town, 
Jamaica, fee Vol. VIII. page 238 ; from 
whom alfo the following Letters have 
been received : and in confequence of 
them, a Premium is this year offered for 
the importation of Coffee in the pulp j 
that a fair trial may be made of the 
mode recommended by Dr. Titford* 
which, if fuccefsful, will greatly increafo 
the reputation and value of the Coffee of 
the Weft-India Iflands. 

SIR, 

AGREEABLE to the public Adver^ 
tifement of the Society, I have fhip- 
ped for England, in the fhip Favourite, 
Captain Cole, one thpufand and-fixty-four 

pounds 
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pounds of Gum Cafhew, as pure and free 
from dirt as poffible, as will appear by fix 
hundred and eighty-eight pounds of the 
inferior kind, picked out of the firft quan- 
tity, all which I have fhipped to the care 
of Mr. Deformeaux, a member of the So- 
ciety ; and I hope the firft quantity will 
be found equal in quality to any that may 
be fent home, and, if not exceeded, will be 
thought worthy the honorary reward. 

The laft quantity will, I truft, ferve for 
inferior purpofes in dying; and I have 
requefted Mr. Deformeaux to try it, and 
inform me if it is worth fending to 
England. 

I could have made a folution of it here, 
and, after {training, evaporated it to a con- 
fiftence; but the want of proper veffels, as 
well as the duft of the towns here, would 
make it very troublefome. Thefe inconve- 
niencies will be done away in a Die-houfe 
or manufactory. 

It 
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It is next to impoflible to colled -the 
Gum free from all extraneous, fubftances, 
being very limpid when it firft exudes 
from the tree, and frequently runs down 
to the foot, enveloping leaves, dirt, &c. in 
its paflage. 

In cafe Gum Cafhew bears a price near 
to Gum Senegal, I mould think the tree 
would be ii-finitely more cultivated than it 
is at prefent. The apples and the nuts are 
valuable, as fruits; and it is a fine made for 
cattle in open grounds, as it fpreads very 
much : but the wood contains too much 
watery fap, to burn well. 

I have done rnyfelf the honour of wri- 
ting to the Society on the mode of curing 
Coffee, &c. and propofing an improvement, 
accompanied with famples, which, on ac- 
count of its fize, will be handed to you by 
my brother in London, 

I mall 



174 COtONIES and TRADE. 

I {hall alfo ftate to the Society, in dties 
time, the experiments now making on Eafl> 
India cotton, fent out to the Governor here 
by Sir Jofeph Banks* 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient 

and very humble fervant, 
Isaac TiTford. 

Bpan'tjh Town, Jamaica) 
OStober i/f, 1789* 

Mr. More* 



SIR, 

I RECEIVED your letter, informing me 
of being elected a Correfponding Mem- 
ber of the Society. I efleem myfelf highly 
honoured, and mail be happy to be able in 
any degree to conduce to the good of the 
Society. 

I beg leave to offer fome obfervations on 
the curing of Coffee, and of fending it from 
this country in a new mode. 

Coffee 
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Coffee being an article lately much in-r 
created in demand in Europe and America* 
and in confequence commanding a high 
price, which has induced many planters 
lately to cultivate it j I beg leave to fub- 
mit to the Society a plan for fending it 
home, in a better and more improved ftate 
than now done. The mod. now ufed in 
general, by the planter, when the Coffee is 
ripe on the trees, is as follows : 

They bring the Coffee to a machine 
called a peeling-mill, where it is diverted of 
its outfide fkin and pulp ; after which, it is 
put in heaps, and undergoes a flight fer- 
mentation ; then fpread out, and dried on 
platforms or terraces, until it is perfe&ly 
cured, when it is ftored until all the crop is 
got in. 

The berries ripening fo faff, it requires 
every exertion of the planter' ^Length to 
get in the fruit in due time. 

When 
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When the crop is over, they begin to pre- 
pare it for market, by again putting it in the 
fun, and carrying it to the peeling and win- 
nowing mills, where it is totally diverted of 
its coats and impurities, and the broken and 
bad Coffee picked out, &c. after which it is 
fit for market. 

It muft be obferved, only the moil con- 
fiderable Coffee -planters have the above 
mills: the fmall and needy planters beat out 
their Coffee in large wooden mortars, or 
troughs, by which a wafte is made by 
breaking the berry. 

When any Coffee is kept for private ufe, 
or ifland confumption, it does not undergo 
the above proceffes; but the ripe fruit, as it 
is picked from the trees, is fpread out in 
the fun, and limply well dried, and beat 
out as it is wanted for ufe or fale. 

Coffee is well known to improve, when 
fo preferved, by drying it in the berry j but 

to 
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to daily impair and fall off, when it is di- 
verted of its coverings, as it is now fent to 
market j for which reafon the planter does 
not beat out his Coffee, till ready to fend 
it. 

Upon the above fads, I will endeavour 
to point out the advantages that will be 
derived by Coffee being fent home in the 
whole berry* well dried, and alfc the objec- 
tions and difficulties that will attend fuch 
mode. 

One advantage will be, the caufing lefs 
trouble, and requiring lefs negro-labour, 
at a time of the year when the planter i9 
the moft employed. 

And this is an objecT: to the planter, by 
faving the hire of negroes, which is very 
high during crop$ and fometimes they can-, 
not be procured, in which cafe the Coffee 
drops off the trees, and is loft. 

N The 
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The next is the prevention of the Coffee 
imbibing the ill flavour of fugar, rum, pi- 
mento, &c. which may be fhipped with it, 
and which, I underftand, is the principal 
objection to this country Coffee being ufed 
in England. 

It is prefumed the natural coverings will 
effectually prevent any bad impregnations 
in its paffage. The increafe of freight 
will be of fome importance, particularly if 
Coffee is cultivated as it has been lately : 
but the tranflation of labour and trouble 
from the planter, by tedious negro-labour, 
to the fuperior mechanifrn of Great Bri- 
tain ; and above all, the improved condition, 
and fuperior quality, in which it is con- 
ceived the Coffee will arrive at a foreign 
port; will make ample compenfation for 
fuch additional charge. 

Alfo the ftill farther improvement, until 
the time it is wanted for fale or ufe. If 
wanted for the foreign market; In Eng- 
land, mills could be eafily conftru&ed, fo as 

to 
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to do many thoufand weight a day; where- 
as the expences of mills and other machines 
in this country are a very heavy contingency 
to the planter. For home confumption, a 
retailer might purchafe a fmall quantity, 
and beat it out as he wants it, as he cer- 
tainly would keep it in the ftate it was 
improving in? by which the confumer 
would get Coffee of the fineft quality, I 
fhould hope equal to the Mocha, at a very 
moderate price. 

The fale of Coffee in the berry, in point 
of product and quality, can be eafily afcer- 
tained, by beating out a certain quantity, 
and finding the quantity of good clean 
Coffee. 

The bbjections the planters will have to 
the above mode is, firft, the requiring a very 
great care and attention to the Coffee when 
drying, as well as incurring fome expence 
by ere&ing terraces and fheds to keep it 
from getting wet in curing it. Yet it is 
hoped they would confider the quicknefs 
N 2 of 
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of its getting to market, which the faving 
of the time in pulping, peeling, picking it 
clean, &c. will amply compenfate; and 
the faving the expence of erecting mills, 
would be more than adequate to the extra 
terraces, &c. 

Extra carriage, package, and freight, are 
inconveniences and objections only to be 
done away by its fetching a better price 
when at market : the firft is of more con- 
fequence than probably may be imagined 
in England, by rcafon of bad mountainous 
roads, where the crops can be only brought 
to market by negroes or mules. 

The novelty of its ftate for market and 
fale, is, I prefume, an objection only to be 
remedied, by firft encouraging the fhipping 
it for England, that the merchants and 
dealers may have opportunities to afcertain 
its value, and render it commercial. 

It is for the Society to judge whether the 
propofed mode is worthy their patronage 

and 
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and attention, after comparing the famples 
fent herewith : nothing but an advantage 
either in labour or price will induce a 
planter to alter a mode long eftablifhed. 

This country, I am well affured, is capa- 
ble of producing Coffee equal in quality to 
any of the Weft-India Iflands ; and I hope 
the Society will find the propofed improve- 
ment defer ving their attention. 

I conceive it to be poffible to kiln dry 
the Coffee in the berry, without injuring 
the quality : this, if found to fucceed, will 
do away one of the principal objections the 
planter will have to this method, particu- 
larly thofe who live in the wet parishes, 
where the frequency of the rain would 
make the drying it on terraces very diffi- 
cult. 

From the fmall quantity of land required, 
the trifling expence of planting it, and not 

N 3 requiring 
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requiring many labourers, except in crop, 
and thofe not of the ableft kind, it is be- 
come a great objedt in this ifland, and prin- 
cipally with the fmall fettlers of little 
ftrength and capital to begin with. I am 
well informed a plantation of about one 
hundred and fifty acres, in Coffee, made 
this year one hundred and twenty thoufand 
weight, which fold at Kingfton for five 
guineas per hundred weight, currency; a 
fum equal to four thoufand four hundred 
pounds fieri ing. 

I fhall fhortly do myfelf the honour to 
ftate to the Society fome experiments made 
on cotton, from famples fent out by Sir 
Jofeph Banks, from the Eaft Indies ; alfo 
to fend famples of fome cotton in this 
country not now an article of commerce. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient and moft humble fervant, 

Isaac Titford. 

Sponijb %>wn, jfamaica, 
Oiiaber iff, 1789. 

Mr. More. 

SIR, 



I 
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SIR, 

RECEIVED your favour of the 28th 
of May, acquainting me of the Gold 
Medal having been adjudged to me, by the 
Society, for the importation of Gum, Ca- 
fhew j for which honour I beg leave to re- 
turn my fincere thanks. 

Alfo the refolutions of the Society re- 
fpefting my propofals of Coffee being fent 
home in the pulp. I am very happy the 
Society agree with me in its being a matter 
of confiderable importance, and that the 
opinion of Mr. Panter is fo much in its fa- 
vour. I feel myfelf highly obliged by their 
thanks to me for my communication, and 
flatter myfelf, when the fubject is refumed, 
they will encourage a further trial of its 
utility. 

Provided the Society can affure me that 
no more than the net coffee mall be liable 

N 4 to 
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to the duty, I would undertake the fhip« 
ping of a fmall quantity, fay three or four 
thoufand weight in the grofs j but I con- 
ceive flour barrels would be a better pack- 
age than bags. 

I am forry to underftand -that the Gum 
Cafhew, from containing a refinous fub-. 
fiance, is unfit for the ufe of the callico- 
printers. Yet, I hope, from its being pro- 
per for filk- dyers, and the lowering the 
duty to fix-pence per hundred weight, will 
make it a confiderable article of com-? 
merce. 

I am lately returned from the continent 
of North America, and beg leave to men- 
tion the two following remarks I made at 
Bofton, although I muft conceive them 
known to the Society j yet their importance 
will, I am fure, excufe the mentioning them 
to you. 

In their fail-cloth or Duck manufactory, 
which they carry on with great fpirit, they 
publicly alledge that theirs is fuperior to 

the 
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the Britiih fail-cloth^ from its never being 
fubjecl: to mildew, Which I understand is 
very pernicious to its wear. I observed 
that their weavers wet or moiften their 
warp in the loom, before it is wove, with a 
decoction or jelly-like fubftance, made of 
the remains of Neatt-feet, after the oil is 
expreffed from them, and which then is of 
no farther ufe : this refiduum is boiled to 
a jelly, or kind of glue, and ufed by them 
inftead of ftarch made with flour and 
water, commonly ufed, if I am rightly 
informed, by fail-cloth manufacturers in 
England. 

If it is this fimple difference of making 
ufe of an animal inftead of a vegetable fub- 
ftance, that gives them this fuperiority, it 
furely will not long exift ; as the fubftitution 
of the one for the other cannot be difficult 
or expenfive. 

My other obfervation relates to the pre- 
fervation of wood under water, as piles, 
fttips bottoms, &c. 

The 
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The piles that were driven to build the 
new bridge from Bofton to Charles Town, 
and another in its neighbourhood, were 
paid or coated over, fimilar to painting, 
leveral times, with common whale-oil, and 
dried in the fun and air before the procefs 
was repeated ; and this, I underftand, the 
veflels in the whale-fifhery make ufe of, 
which prevents entirely the worm from 
injuring the bottoms. 

A gentleman who refides in Bermuda, 
informed me, it is an invariable rule there, 
and that their veflels are entirely free from 
that great caufe of deftruftion to their bot- 
toms. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient and moft humble fervant, 

Isaac Titford. 

Spanijb Town, 'Jamaica, 
December 26th, 1790. 

Mr. More. 



Thanks 
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Thanks were returned to Dr. Dancer, 
for the following communication ; but it 
was with much concern that the feveral 
fpecimens mentioned in his Letter were 
found fo injured by expofure to damp- 
nefs, before they were received, that a 
clear opinion could hardly be formed of 
them, or any part of them. The fpecimens 
are referved in the Society's Repofitory; 
and it is clear, from the three famples of 
Cinnamon, that one of them refembles, 
in colour, the beft kind from Ceylon, 
called Gala, but has not the ftrength, 
owing probably to the caufe above men- 
tioned ; another fample is the true Bar- 
baria, or fecond fort of Ceylon Cinna- 
mon j and the other fort refembles the 
Colombo or Negombo, being the third fort 
ufually brought from Ceylon. 

SIR, 

T HAVE been favoured with your obli- 

ging letter, acquainting me of the very 

unexpected and equally unmerited honour, 

conferred 
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conferred upon me by the Society for the 
Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures, and 
Commerce, in voting to me their Silver 
Medal ; for which I mufr. beg you will 
be pleafed to exprefs in fuitable terms my 
iincere .thanks, and to affure the Society, 
that, flattered with the compliment, I fhall 
not fail to ufe my utmofl endeavours, on 
all oecafions, to promote the objects of 
their laudable inftitution. Permit me to 
exprefs my thanks to you alfo, for the po- 
lite manner in which you have been pleafed 
to convey the fenfe of the Society on my 
Paper, which was intended only to gratify 
private curiofity, and by no means calcu- 
lated, in my opinion, to meet the public 
eye. 

I am likewife under perfonal obligations 
to you for the remarks you have commu- 
nicated to me, on the propagation of the 
Cinnamon-Tie*, ' to which I fhall attend; 
as I think, from what authors have ad- 
vanced, refpe&ing the impoflibility of 

tranfplanting 
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tranfplanting the true Cinnamon . (if what 
they have averred, has not originated in 
ignorance or commercial policy), there is 
fome foundation for thinking with you, that 
the differences of this plant are fometimes 
accidental ; though, from what I have hi- 
therto been able to obferve refpecting the 
propagation of this tree, whether from fecd» 
from layers, or flips from the branches 
(which in a certain mode I have lately 
found to fucceed), there is no alteration in 
the habit or qualities of the plant. 

From accurate comparifon of one tree 
with the Raffe Coronde, or bed kind of 
Ceylon Cinnamon, according to the figures 
and defcriptions given by authors, particu- 
larly by Captain Forreft, in his Voyage to 
New Guinea, I cannot perceive any differ- 
ence in the plants; but there is unqueftion-^ 
ably fome difference in the bark. A fpeci- 
men of Ceylon bark, which I have lately- 
procured from Apothecaries-Hall, is of a 
brown colour, and finer texture; but, in the. 

judgment 
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judgment of moft perfons who have com- 
pared the tafte, ours is impregnated with a 
Wronger and finer aroma. 

The public of this ifland are much in- 
debted to the Society for the attention they 
have paid to the intereft of the Weft- India 
colonies. 

The feeds of the (Soda Kali) Glafs-wort 
came at laft to hand; and I have diftributed 
parcels of it to feveral gentlemen refiding 
in different parts of the ifland : but, as was 
expected, it has, I believe, univerfally failed, 
having been kept too long a time in the 
fhip's hold *. 

I fome time fince addrefTed to you, to the 
care of Mr. Vaughan, who was fo obliging 

as 

* Thefe feeds were procured from Alicant in 
Spain, and fome of them fent to Dr. Dancer, and 
fome to the Earl of Dunmore, Governor of the Ba- 
hama Iflands, in hopes that they might be cultivated 
to advantage in thofs climates. 
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as to forward to me your favour of the Kali 
feed, a fmall box containing fundries, as ex- 
prefled below, of which I before informed 
you by letter j but, to my great furprife and 
mortification, I have juft made the difcovery 
that, through the blunder of a wharfinger, 
they were not fent by Captain Bruce, as 
intended. I have now requefted Captain 
Tines, of the fhip Aid, to take the charge 
of them, and hope you will receive them : 
but I find there is fo much difficulty in 
paffing things at the Cuftom-Houfe, that, 
unlefs that difficulty can, by fome fpecial 
application, be removed, there will be a great 
bar to our communications. The limits of 
my paper oblige me to conclude. I beg leave 
to fubfcribe myfelf, with refpect, 

Sir, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

Thomas Dancer. 

Botanic Garden, Jamaica, 
July %$d, 1790. 

Mr. More. 

The 
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The fallowing is a lift of the feveral 
things fent by Dr. Dancer, as mentioned in 
the foregoing Letter. 

A bag of Turmeric. 

A bag of Galengals. 

One bottle of fimple diftilled Water of 
Cinnamon-leaves. 

One bottle of fpirkuous ditto. 

Specimen of Cinnamon. 

Root of Cinnamon-tree. 

Phial of Gum of the Burfera. 

Seeds of the Dawn-tree, called an Hi- 
bifcus, but which is a new Genus. 

Bottle of pickled Mangoes, from the Ja- 
maica Garden. 



The 
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The following Letter having been received 
from- Hi nt on EASiyEfq. Thanks were 
returned to him for the information con- 
tained therein. 

SIR, 

T HAVE had the pleafure of receiving 
your favour, informing me that the So- 
ciety for the Encouragement of Arts, Ma- 
nufactures, and Commerce, have done me 
the honour to ele£t. me one of their Cor- 
refponding Members. 

I take the liberty, Sir, of requeuing you 
to return my moil grateful acknowledge- 
ments to the Prefident, and other Members 
of the Society, for the very great and un- 
merited honour which they have been 
pleafed thus to confer upon me, and to af- 
fiire them, that I mall ever retain the mod 
refpettful fenfe of it. 

O It 
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It will ever afford me infinite pleafure in 
being able to communicate to the Society 
any matter which may be worthy of the 
leaft attention from them. 

I take the liberty of mentioning to the 
Society, that the Cinnamon was firfl plant- 
ed, railed, and eflablifhed by me, in this 
ifland, from two very young plants, which, 
together with fome other Eaft-India plants 
and feeds, were brought here in a French 
prize, taken in 1782, by his Majefty's fhip 
of war the Flora, Samuel Marfhall, Efq, 
commander, and which I had the good 
fortune to be prefented with foon after their 
arrival ; it being well known that I had a 
very proper garden for the cultivation of 
fuch articles, attended by a very attentive 
and fkilful gardener. The two plants 
thriving extremely well, I was enabled, in 
the courfe of a few years, to raife, from 
layers and feeds, many more which were 
difperfed through the ifland. 

I oblerve 
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I obferve that the Society, from a very 
honourable and noble motive, have offered 
a premium for twenty pounds of Cinna- 
mon, the produce of any of the Weft-India 
iflands. Now, with all due fubmiffion, I 
beg leave to fuggeft to the Society, that the 
Cinnamon-trees are by no means in fo ad- 
vanced a ftate as to admit of fuch a quan- 
tity being manufactured, without great in- 
jury to the plants j and I mould therefore 
fubmit to their confideration, whether their 
good intentions would not be more effec- 
tually accomplished, by offering encourage- 
ment for the increafe of the plants j for at 
prefent I do not know of any perfon who 
has attempted to fettle a Cinnamon planta- 
tion ', people in general having only a few 
plants, which they confider more as articles 
of curiofity than otherwife *. 

O 2 I have 

* The Society, canfidering the collecting a quan- 
tity of Cinnamon, virtually implied the making a 
plantation of the trees, have not this year offered the 
premium here recommended. 
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I have the fatisfa&ion alfo of mentioning 
to the Society, that the Mangoes have thriven 
exceedingly well, and that there are now 
fome thoufand trees in the ifland in excel- 
lent condition $ and the fruits of fome par- 
ticular kinds (for there is a vaft variety 
among them) are excellent. 

I beg pardon of the Society for the liberty 
I have here taken with them -, and after re- 
turning you my fincere thanks for the trou- 
ble you have been at in communicating to 
me their fentiments, I beg leave to fub- 
fcribe myfelf, 

Your moft obedient humble iervant, 

Hinton East* 

Spanijb Town, yamaica t 
December %%th y 1790, 

Mr. More, 



